Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

March 12, 2025
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Ruth Saffell, Jay Van Horn, Administrator Dirk Davis, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: Zach Gaston
Guest(s)

Chuck Little, Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Jeannette Lucas

Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve the February meeting minutes, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Council President Jay Van Horn presented a proclamation for employees of Red Lobster St. Clairsville for helping save the life of Bethesda Resident Tom Davis. The employees performed CPR and revived Tom after a heart attack.
Rod Miller asked about what to do with neighbor property maintenance issues. Jordan stated that the current procedure is for residents to file a complaint with the police and then the police will give notice and eventually cite into mayors court.  

Solicitors Shaheen presented Resolution 2025-1 which approves the county auditor’s alternative method for distributing the local government funds.  Jordan made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-1, seconded by Ruth, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Mr. Shaheen stated that he reached out to EQT and they are waiting on their attorney.  

Fiscal Officer Burkhead informed council that the park board audit is underway.  Rick stated that he ordered the Easter candy for Easter bags. Rick stated that the public records retention schedule was sent it but he has not heard back from the historical society yet. 

Administrator Dirk Davis presented his monthly report:

· The Chestnut Street water line project has not started yet.
· Quicksaw Engineers are working on a prelim checklist for replacing the remaining water lines. The estimate is $1,749,340.

· The meeting for the four way issue is tomorrow 3/13/25 at 9am.

· We need to have someone do the landscaping for the memorial plaza.  Dirk discussed having Phil Castello.

· The leak detection company did not find any leaks.  The crew is currently locating all 535 laterals.  Most meters are in resident’s basements.  We believe we have leaking lateral lines.  A large leak was found on South Main today and we hope that was the major leak.

· The land owner of the pond below the park dam is interested in selling for $10,000.  We could need this property for a dam rebuild project in the near future.  Mr. Shaheen suggested that we get an option to buy it from him only if we need it.
Mayor Bob Flanagan stated that he will repaint the cannon once we get it back in the plaza.  Bob stated that he would like to display dummy shells near the cannon.  Bob thanked Jay for covering for him at least meeting.

Jordan asked council when they want to hold the Easter Egg Hunt.  Council discussed and it will be on April 12th.  We will fill bags after the April 9th council meeting.  We have four age groups and need 8 gift cards.  Jordan is going to contact a couple locate banks for coins to put in the eggs for the kids to find.

Police Chief Chris Storm stated that there was 44 business checks, 12 traffic stops, and 10 citations.  The police assisted adult services.  There was an issue with a male with a gun and a domestic issues and the person was arrested.  One of the baseball coaches asked to hold a parade on April 5th.  Cold suggested that we just have them join in the Memorial Day parade.  Council agreed.
Motion to pay bills by Colby Rinehart, 2nd by Jordan Castello, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jay Van Horn, 2nd by Carol Merritt, with a unanimous vote.

The next meeting will be Wednesday April 9th, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
